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CHRIST, KING,
AND LORD OF ALL!
by Pastor Alan Felton
The death of Queen Elizabeth II
in September was met with an
outpouring of grief across England
and many other places around
the globe. However, the pomp
and pageantry associated with a
monarchy didn’t sit well with
everyone. Many questioned the
relevance of queens and kings in
our current day.
I suppose it is fair to ask such
questions about human monarchs,
but what about Christ? He is surely
a king as well. Our Lord holds three
specific offices: prophet, priest,
and, yes, king. We recognize the
prophetic work of Christ in his
telling parables and sermons.
We are taught by Paul’s writing in
Hebrews that Christ is the high
priest who mediates for us before
the Father in heaven. Yet, what are
we to make of Jesus as a king?
Jesus wasn’t born into the royal
families of his day. His birthplace

was in a manger on a bed of hay
instead of in a palace. Yet, his birth
was announced by angels from
heaven and lauded by magi who
traveled far to find him. The Christ
child upset Herod who recognized
Jesus’ power. Jesus later announced
to a synagogue full of people that
good news reported by Isaiah had
been fulfilled in Jesus’ ministry.
The Kingdom of God was unfolding
among them and continues its
expansion today.
As we celebrate the last Sunday of
the liturgical year on this Christ the
King Sunday, let’s not forget that
Jesus is a king who did not come to
rule over us but instead was born to
save us by giving his life on a cross.
He is the humble and obedient one
raised from the dead and who now
sits at his Father’s right hand in
glory. Yes, today let’s celebrate that
Christ is king, Jesus is Lord! 

CHURCH-WIDE

THANKSGIVING
LUNCH

Sunday, November 20, 12:00
to 1:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
You are invited to our Thanksgiving
lunch on Sunday, November 20, at
noon in the Fellowship Hall. Bring
your favorite side dish or dessert.
We will provide the main dishes,
rolls, and beverages. The church
kitchen will begin accepting food
at 8:15 a.m. so that it may be kept
warm or cold. We look forward to
sharing fellowship with you.
Everyone is invited!
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HOLIDAY HELPERS NEEDED!
The holidays are coming up, and we need your help to support our friends at our partner school, Jeffreys Grove Elementary
School (JGES). During the entire month of November, we will be collecting donations to help families at JGES celebrate the
holidays. There are multiple ways to get involved.

THANKSGIVING
Benson Memorial has committed
to offering 16 Thanksgiving meals
for families at Jeffreys Grove
Elementary School. We’ll collect and
donate 16 boxes with all the sides
for a great Thanksgiving meal, and
we’ll include a gift card to Food Lion
in each box for families to buy their
own turkey.
Beginning this Sunday, October 30,
you’ll find a family table in the
narthex all set for Thanksgiving
dinner. Each side dish will have 16
tickets for that specific boxed food
item. If you’d like to donate that
specific item towards a family meal,
you’ll pick up one ticket (or as many
as you’d like to commit to donating)
from the dish.
For instance, maybe macaroni and
cheese is your favorite thing about
Thanksgiving dinner and you’d like
to commit to donating five boxes.
You’ll find the macaroni and cheese
dish, take five tickets out of it, then
you’ll bring back your donation
(and place them beside the table)
Thanksgiving donations are due
on or before Sunday, November 20.
If you’d like to commit to donating
an entire meal, you’ll take one ticket

from each side dish and bring back
all the items to supply the entire meal.
If you’d like to help but don’t have
time to shop for the items, you can
always make a monetary donation to
the church and we’ll do the shopping
for you! Just make sure to put
"Holiday Helpers" in the memo.

CHRISTMAS
For many years now, we’ve helped
our friends at Jeffreys Grove by
donating gifts for families who
could use a little help during the
holiday. This year, we’re doing our
Christmas tree for Jeffreys Grove a
bit differently. In years past, we
have shopped for specific items on
children’s wish list. Now we’ll be
donating $20 Target gift cards.
This way, we’re actually helping
with two gifts: the gift for the child
and the gift of empowering the
parent to be able to do their own
shopping for their child’s present.
Think of the joy you feel when
shopping for the ones you love.
That’s the gift you’ll be giving, too!
Throughout the month of November
you’ll find a beautiful Christmas tree
in the narthex full of ornaments that
represent our friends at JGES who

need a little extra help this holiday
season. If you’d like to commit to
donating one $20 Target gift card,
please take one ornament off the
tree (or feel free to take as many as
you like!), then bring your gift card
back any time during the month of
November. There will be a box
under the tree where you can put
your gift card on Sundays, or you
can drop it off at the church office
Monday through Thursday between
9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Christmas
donations are due on or before
Sunday, November 27.
Don’t have the time to go purchase
a gift card at Target, but would still
like to help? Simply make a monetary
donation to the church, putting
"Holiday Helpers" in the memo, and
we’ll get the gift card for you!
Thanks so much for all you do
to show our JGES family God’s
overwhelming love throughout
the holidays and the entire year!
If you have any questions or would
like more information, please
contact Cortney Babajtis at
cortneypaige84@gmail.com.

Thank You!

Pick up a Christmas invite card (shown above) in the narthex on Sunday or in the church office.

PREPARE YOUR HEARTS DURING ADVENT
Advent is a time of preparing our hearts to gratefully receive the gift of Jesus Christ. The weeks of Advent
provide ample time to be led by the Spirit into a closer relationship with God. As we draw close to God, we
also can grow closer to our neighbors. Advent helps us renew and make new relationships with others.
As we travel together through Advent, prayerfully consider doing at least one of the following:
1.

Invite a neighbor, a co-worker, or a friend to a church service. We have
created Christmas invite cards to hand to someone you know to make it
easier to invite them. Look for the cards at worship services or pick one up
in the church office.

2.

Send a card to a church member you haven’t seen in awhile. If not a card,
make a phone call and have a conversation.

3.

Read slowly though the opening chapters of Matthew and Luke to experience
again the awesomely wonderful story of Jesus’ birth.

4.

Pray and think upon the themes of Advent: hope, peace, joy, and love. How
are these growing within you? How are sharing these gifts with others?

5.

Find quiet moments amid all the busyness of this season to thank God for
the many blessings in your life. Breathe deeply and enjoy God being present
with you.

BensonMemorialUMC.org/Christmas

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT BENSON MEMORIAL UMC
The Christmas season is right around the corner, and we wanted to give you a look at our events and worship services you
can take part in. We also encourage you to think of friends or family members you could invite to attend with you.
Full details about each Advent and Christmas service and event may be found at www.bensonmemorialumc.org/
christmas/. Click on the “DETAILS” button under each event on the web page to open a pop-up window with all the
information you need.
Always be inviting! We will look for you at church!

Advent Study: Mary Had a Baby

Wednesdays, November 30 through December 21, 6:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join us on Wednesday nights during the Advent season for the study, Mary Had a
Baby. This four-week study will help us welcome the birth of Jesus through
themes found in the Bible and African American Spirituals. The study will be held
on November 30 and December 7, 14, and 21. Childcare is available by request.

Birthday Party for Jesus

Sunday, December 4, 12:00 to 1:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
You’re invited to a special Christmas Sing-along Birthday Party for Jesus! It’s free
and everyone is welcome! We’ll have pizza and cupcakes, play games, sing songs,
and make a special craft. We ask that each child brings at least one unwrapped
toy for the boys and girls at Methodist Home for Children.

Christmas Cheer Sunday

Sunday, December 11, both worship services, PLUS noon in the Fellowship Hall
On Sunday, December 11, at both our 8:45 and 11:00 AM worship services, guest
harpist Anita Burroughs-Price will perform beautiful Christmas music. Following
the 11:00 AM service, stay for wonderful fellowship and a cookie exchange. Bring
two to three dozen of your favorite Christmas cookies to share.

Live Nativity

Sunday, December 18, 11:00 a.m. worship service, Sanctuary
Join us for an indoor live recreation of the Nativity at the end of the worship service.
Our own wise men, shepherds, choir of angels, and Holy Family will recreate the
Nativity so that we may rejoice in Jesus’ birth and invite him deeper into our
hearts this Christmas. Invite your friends and be sure to stick around after the
living Nativity for hot chocolate and light refreshments in our Fellowship Hall.

Blue Christmas /
Longest Night Service

Wednesday, December 21
7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
A special service for those
experiencing loss or difficulty
during this Christmas season.

Christmas Eve Services

Saturday, December 24
4:00, 7:00, and 11:00 p.m.
Sanctuary
We’re offering three services on this
special holy night. Worship with us,
and invite someone to join you!

Christmas Day Service

Sunday, December 25
10:00 a.m., Sanctuary
We will have one service this
morning. Everyone is welcome and
encouraged to come!

CHRISTMAS
GIFT BAGS FOR
MOMS TO BE
Benson Memorial friends, we have
just heard from the women’s prison
that we can again bring gift bags for
the “Moms to Be” when we visit in
mid-December. If you have saved
some small toiletry items on your
trips and hotel stays, please bring
them now to the church office and
put them in the basket on the
credenza just inside the office.
We can include these items as
Christmas gifts along with quite
a few other items that delighted
the ladies in our pre-pandemic
Christmas visits. We will so
appreciate your sharing these items
with the Women’s Prison Ministry!
Many, many thanks!

Christmas Poinsettias
Order Form
DEADLINE TO ORDER: Sunday, November 20
Sponsored by the Worship Committee

Name of person placing order: _____________________________________________________________________________________________
In memory of: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In honor of: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Number of plants ($10 per plant; white poinsettias only): _____________________

Total enclosed: _______________________________

We are taking orders for Christmas poinsettia plants in memory or in honor of your loved ones, to be placed in the sanctuary
during the Christmas season. Each plant will cost $10.00. The deadline to place your order is Sunday, November 20. Please
make your checks payable to Benson Memorial United Methodist Church, and write “poinsettias” in the memo line. For cash
payments, indicate on the envelope that it is for poinsettia orders. Mail payments to Benson Memorial UMC, 4706 Creedmoor
Road, Raleigh, NC 27612. Click here to order through our online form.

CALENDAR
(complete church calendar is here)
Sunday, November 20
8:45 a.m., In-person Worship
9:45 a.m., Pathfinders Class
9:45 a.m., Benson Discussion Class
9:45 a.m., Bright Siders Class
9:45 a.m., Children’s Sunday School
9:45 a.m., Thrillseekers Class
11:00 a.m., In-person Worship
11:00 a.m., Online Worship
12:00 p.m., Chancel Chimes Choir
12:00 p.m., Church-wide
Thanksgiving Lunch
Monday, November 21
1:30 p.m., Susanna Wesley Circle
7:00 p.m., Trustees Meeting
Wednesday, November 23
No meal or studies scheduled
Thursday, November 24 and
Friday, November 25
Office closed for Thanksgiving
Sunday, November 27
8:45 a.m., In-person Worship
9:45 a.m., Pathfinders Class
9:45 a.m., Benson Discussion Class
9:45 a.m., Bright Siders Class
9:45 a.m., Children’s Sunday School
9:45 a.m., Thrillseekers Class
11:00 a.m., In-person Worship
11:00 a.m., Online Worship
12:00 p.m., Chancel Chimes Choir
Monday, November 28
7:00 p.m., Church & Society
Wednesday, November 30
5:45 p.m., Wonderful Wednesday
Pot-luck Dinner
6:45 p.m., Bible Study with
Pastor Alan
7:00 p.m., High School Bible Study
Thursday, December 1
10:00 a.m., Thursday Bible Study
5:00 p.m., Chancel Choir
7:00 p.m., Outreach Committee
Saturday, December 3
9:00 a.m., Campus Work Day

Upcoming Advent Study:

MARY HAD A BABY
Wednesdays, November 30 through
December 21, 6:45 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join us on Wednesday nights during the
Advent season for the study, Mary Had a
Baby. This four-week study will help us
welcome the birth of Jesus through
themes found in the Bible and African
American Spirituals. The study will be
held on November 30 and December 7,
14, and 21 at 6:45 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. We also welcome anyone to come by
for dinner before the study beginning at
5:45 p.m. Bring your favorite dish and
enjoy with everyone! Childcare is
available by request.

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday evening women’s bible study is over for this year, and now
we would like to pose a question for the women: Would you be interested in a
daytime women’s bible study instead of an evening study? Please let us know
what you prefer in the upcoming year by contacting Jo Balcome at 919-696-1037
or sojobalcome@yahoo.com. See you in 2023!

CHRISTMAS
CHEER SUNDAY
As the nights grow longer and we sink
deeper into the winter’s stillness, let the
gentle silence remind us that it is a season
to listen! What do you hear in the stillness
of this winter? Join us on Sunday,
December 11, for a very special day of
music in worship that will feature Anita
Burroughs-Price, the North Carolina
Symphony harpist. Anita will be joining
the Benson Memorial Chancel Choir for a
performance of John Rutter’s “Angels’
Carol” at both services that day. As Rutter
asks us in “Angels’ Carol”, “Have you heard
the sound of the angel voices, ringing out
so sweetly, ringing out so clear?”, you will
be able to answer with an unequivocal
“Yes!” when you come to worship on
December 11!
This is the first part of Christmas Cheer Sunday. The 11:00 service will be
followed by a cookie exchange party in the Fellowship Hall. Details here.

