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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
April 2, 2023  |  Palm-Passion Sunday 

8:45 and 11:00 AM Sanctuary Worship Service  |  11:00 AM Facebook Live Worship Service 

 GATHERING 

 

 TRINITY CHIMES 

 

 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

 

 PRELUDE   “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” arr. John Carter 

 

 INTROIT   “Prepare the Way of the Lord”  

     (8:45) Elaine Turner and Anthony Roncolato 

     (11:00) Benson Memorial Chancel Choir 

 

* OPENING READING  Matthew 21:1–11  

 

* OPENING HYMN “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” UMH 278 

     (with processional of palms) 
 

Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; 

through pillared court and temple the lovely anthem rang. 

To Jesus, who had blessed them close folded to his breast, 

the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 
 

From Olivet they followed mid an exultant crowd, 

the victor palm branch waving, and chanting clear and loud. 

The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state, 

nor scorned that little children should on his bidding wait. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE


“Hosanna in the highest!” that ancient song we sing, 

for Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heaven our King. 

O may we ever praise him with heart and life and voice, 

and in his blissful presence eternally rejoice! 

 

* OPENING PRAYER 
 

Holy God, we enter this sanctuary with gladness and thanksgiving knowing that Jesus 

humbly arrived in the holy city as one who emptied himself in service to others. May that 

same spirit fill our hearts and make us joyfully obedient to God’s will and the Spirit’s 

direction. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

 FIRST READING  Psalm 118:19–29 

 

 (11:00) ANTHEM “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Mason / arr. Martin 

     Benson Memorial Chancel Choir  

 

 TIME WITH CHILDREN 

 

 SECOND READING  Philippians 2:5–11 

 

 THE PALM/PASSION STORY  Matthew 26:14–27:66 

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

INVITATION, CONFESSION, AND PARDON 

 

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER 
 

Lord, you know our hearts and how we love you, but the brokenness of sin causes our love 

to fail. The proclamation of “Hosanna!” we cry today quickly becomes shouts of “Crucify 

Him!” by the end of this week. We deny you like Peter. Forgive us our failings, and remind 

us that your love is ever with us. Fill us with your Spirit so that the love and light that 

endures through the cross touches us. Let us be overcome with the forgiveness you give in 

the dawn of the resurrection. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

 

* THE PEACE 
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OFFERING 
 

 Offertory  “Prelude in A minor” J.S. Bach 
  
 

                  * Doxology  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  UMH 15–16 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

…and so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

…and so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves as a holy 

and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is 

yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE GIVING OF THE CUP 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  UMH 11 
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REQUEST FOR PRAYER 

If you would like to submit an urgent request for prayer, please contact Terry Simpson at cterryz@bellsouth.net. 

 

STAFF 

Alan Felton, Pastor  |  Cortney Babajtis, Minister of Families and Outreach 

Martha Johnston, Director of Communications/Administration  |  Elizabeth Moy, Business Manager 

Anthony Roncolato, Director of Music Ministries/Organist  |  Jennifer Riggert, Director of Chimes Choir/Instrumental Ensemble 

 

* CLOSING HYMN “To Mock Your Reign, O Dearest Lord” UMH 285 
 

To mock your reign, O dearest Lord, they made a crown of thorns; 

set you with taunts along that road from which no one returns. 

They could not know, as we do now, how glorious is that crown; 

that thorns would flower upon your brow, your sorrows heal our own. 
 

In mock acclaim, O gracious Lord, they snatched a purple cloak; 

your passion turned, for all they cared, into a soldier’s joke. 

They could not know, as we do now, that though we merit blame, 

you will your robe of mercy throw around our naked shame. 
 

A sceptered reed, O patient Lord, they thrust into your hand, 

and acted out their grim charade to its appointed end. 

They could not know, as we do now, though empires rise and fall, 

your kingdom shall not cease to grow till love embraces all. 

 

* DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

 

* TRINITY CHIMES 

 

* POSTLUDE  “Prelude and Fughetta” Handel 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* Please stand as you are able. 

† Please register your attendance in the friendship pads. 

Children are welcome in the service. Children’s worship bags are in the narthex. 

Nursery care is available in room 113 in the Fellowship Building. 
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