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Benson Memorial United Methodist Church, 4706 Creedmoor Road, Raleigh, NC 27612 

Open office hours: M–Th 9AM–1PM  |  Available by appointment: M–Th 9AM–4PM / F 9AM–1PM 

Church office: (919) 787-0789 

office@bensonmemorialumc.org  |  bensonmemorialumc.org 

facebook.com/bensonmemorialumc/  |  instagram.com/bensonmemorialumc/ 

The Word Made Flesh: 
Advent in Action 
 

Living the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love 
of Christ through Service 
 

by Cortney Babajtis 

Love Made Real 
 

Scripture: 1 John 4:1 
 

In this final week of Advent, we turn to love—the heart of 

God made visible in Christ and the foundation of all of our 

acts of services. Love is not abstract or distant; it takes on 

flesh and bone. It moves toward others. It notices. It listens. 

It shows up. It sacrifices. It heals. 

 

At Benson Memorial, we witness love made real in countless 

ways. It’s present when prayer shawls are knitted, when 

cards are written, when a congregation member drives 

someone to a medical appointment, and when people pray 

for one another with sincerity and tenderness. We see it 

when Sunday school classes offer meals, when volunteers 

open their hearts up to children, and when we advocate for 

those whose voices are often ignored or even silenced. 

Love becomes real each time we choose compassion over 

convenience, and each time we commit ourselves to our 

neighbors—especially those the world often overlooks. 

 

But love—real, Christ-shaped love—is rarely simple. It 

demands vulnerability, forgiveness, and the courage to 

move toward people we struggle to understand. It means 

loving beyond preference or comfort, loving even when 

it costs us something, loving in the face of hurt or 

misunderstanding. It is steady, stubborn, grace-filled love 

that does not give up on people, on community, or on the 

possibility of redemption. This is the love that transforms 

lives, homes, neighborhoods, and hearts, including (and 

maybe mostly) our own. 
 

As Advent draws to a close and Christmas draws near, may 

we remember that God’s love is not merely proclaimed; it 

is embodied. And the Word becomes flesh again  each time 

we choose to love in vulnerable, stubborn, faithful ways. 
 

Reflect: 
 

• Where do I sense God inviting me to show love 

in a more intentional, embodied way? 

• Are there people or situations where love feels difficult 

right now? What might courageous love look like 

there? 

• How can I make space this week to let God’s love flow 

through me to someone who needs it? 

2025  

mailto:office@bensonmemorialumc.org
https://bensonmemorialumc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/bensonmemorialumc/
http://www.instagram.com/bensonmemorialumc/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%204%3A1&version=NIV
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Christmas Poinsettias 
 

Thank you to everyone who 

ordered Christmas poinsettias to 

help enhance the beauty of our 

sanctuary during the final Sundays 

of Advent. As we were setting out 

the poinsettias last Saturday, we 

noticed that they seemed even more 

beautiful than usual. 

 

All who ordered poinsettias may 

pick them up after the 11:00 a.m. 

service this Sunday, December 21. 

Please take your poinsettias from 

the floor rather than removing them 

from the stands. Any poinsettias 

not picked up at that time will be 

rearranged in the sanctuary for the 

Christmas Eve services. You may 

also choose to take your poinsettias 

after the 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 

service. Poinsettias remaining in 

the sanctuary after Christmas Eve 

will be shared with shut-in 

members and others in need of a 

bit of brightness in their day. 

 

Thank you again to everyone who 

ordered poinsettias to help decorate 

the sanctuary during Advent. 

Sanctuary Decoration Helpers 
 

A huge thank-you from the Worship Team goes out to everyone who helped 

decorate our sanctuary so beautifully throughout Advent. We are especially 

grateful to Drew and Jim Guettler, who gave part of their Thanksgiving holiday to 

put up the greens and wreaths. Thank you 

as well to the large team—Jo Balcome, Linda 

Dodd, Larry Heyl, Louise Humphry, Frances 

Goodwin, Janet Plumer, Carol and Mike 

Willey, and Ginny Wise—who helped set up 

and decorate the Chrismon Tree and the 

Memory Tree for the Second Sunday of 

Advent. We also extend additional thanks 

to several of these same volunteers who 

helped place the poinsettias around the 

sanctuary for the Third Sunday of Advent. 

Finally, a special thank-you to Louise 

Humphry for her meaningful and 

beautifully designed altar-area decorations, 

thoughtfully created to be different for each 

Sunday in Advent. 

 

It takes many volunteers, serving in many 

areas of our church life, to make all of this 

possible, and this group represents just one 

example. Thank you to all who serve in so 

many ways. 
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PREPARE YOUR HEARTS DURING ADVENT 

Advent is a time of preparing our hearts to gratefully receive the gift of Jesus Christ. The weeks of Advent 

provide time to be led by the Spirit into a closer relationship with God. As we draw close to God, we also can 

grow closer to our neighbors. Advent helps us renew and make new relationships with others.  As we travel 

together through Advent, prayerfully consider doing at least one of the following: 
 

Invite a neighbor, a co-worker, or a friend to a church service. We have created Christmas invite cards to hand 

to someone you know to make it easier to invite them. Look for the cards at worship services or pick one up in 

the church office. 
 

Send a card to a church member you haven’t seen in awhile. 

If not a card, make a phone call and have a conversation. 
 

Read slowly though the opening chapters of Matthew and Luke to 

experience again the awesomely wonderful story of Jesus’ birth. 
 

Pray and think upon the themes of Advent: hope, peace, joy, and love. 

How are these growing within you? How are sharing these gifts with others? 
 

Find quiet moments amid all the busyness of this season to thank God 

for the many blessings in your life. Breathe deeply and enjoy 

God being present with you. 

Pick up a Christmas invite card (shown above) in the narthex on Sunday or in the church office. 
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The Christmas season is right around the corner, and we wanted to give you a look at our events and 

worship services you can take part in. We also encourage you to think of friends or family members you 

could invite to attend with you. Full details about each Advent and Christmas service and event may be 

found at www.bensonmemorialumc.org/christmas/. Click on the “DETAILS” button under each event on 

the web page to open a pop-up window with all the information you need. 
 

Always be inviting! We will look for you at church! 

 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT BENSON MEMORIAL UMC 

Advent Bible Study 

Wednesdays, 6:45 to 8:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Walk through Advent with Pastor Alan, reading the Christmas narratives 

against their original geographic, socioeconomic, and political contexts. 

This study moves between the first century and the twenty-first century 

to explore stories of present-day Palestinians. 

Christmas Pancake Bar 

Sunday, December 7, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

Come to church and enjoy a fabulous pancake bar with all the extras! 

Plus, make your own keepsake ornament at our crafting table. Open to 

everyone! Invite a friend! 

Blue Christmas / Longest Night Service 

Friday, December 19, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

This service is intended to be a quiet respite in the middle of the busyness 

of Christmas preparations to acknowledge that, while we celebrate the 

coming of Jesus, we also lament the troubles of the world. 

Anita Burroughs-Price 

Sunday, December 14, 8:45 and 11:00 a.m. services, Sanctuary 

On the Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, Anita Burroughs-Price, 

principal harpist with the North Carolina Symphony, will be our special 

musical guest. You won’t want to miss it! 

Christmas Eve Service 

Wednesday, December 24, 4:00 and 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

We’re offering two services on this special holy day. We’ll have a family 

Christmas Eve service at 4:00 p.m., and a traditional candlelight service 

at 7:00 p.m. Come and worship with us! 

https://www.bensonmemorialumc.org/christmas/
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Campus Care and 
Security Update 

 

Campus Care 

We had twelve volunteers on the 

fifteenth, and we cut back some 

trees in the courtyard and removed 

summer plants from the front 

parking lot border around the 

backflow valve and signs. In addition, 

a team cleared and cleaned the 

white fence panels on Marriott 

Drive to make it easier to change the 

banners during the holiday season. 

Some volunteers also assisted with 

the Fellowship Hall setup for the 

holiday feast on Sunday. Our next 

campus work session is scheduled 

for Saturday, December 13, 2025. 
 

Campus Security 

We are continuing to grow more 

comfortable with the automated 

system in the Sanctuary building, 

but there are still some items that 

need attention from congregation 

members. Lights have been found 

left on in the Narthex and Youth 

Center late at night after the campus 

has been shut down for the day. 

Please make a conscious effort to 

turn off the lights if you may be 

the last person in the Sanctuary. 

As for the rest of the campus, 

several entrance doors have 

been discovered unlocked in the 

mornings and on weekend 

afternoons. In the interest of 

community security, especially 

during evenings and on weekends, 

please ensure that all doors are 

locked when leaving the campus. 

Adult Fellowship Invitation 
 

Please join the Adult Fellowship on January 8 for a baked potato and salad 

luncheon at 11:30 a.m. for a $4 fee. Following the meal, there will be an open 

discussion about how we can continue to offer this fellowship opportunity. 

Wesleyan Covenant Renewal Service & Breakfast 

Sunday, December 28 
One worship service at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 

The dawning of a new year provides opportunities for looking back at the road 

traveled over the past year as well as anticipating what lies ahead. John Wesley, 

the founder of the Methodist movement, often used the start of the new year as 

an occasion for believers to recommit themselves to God. The Covenant Service is 

a holy time to discern Christ’s call and accept the role of being a faithful disciple 

ready to share the Good News and become active in the mission of the church. 

 

We will begin the morning with breakfast gathered in fellowship and 

conversation around tables. Once the meal is over, everyone is invited to 

participate in a Covenant Renewal Service, where scripture is read and prayers 

are offered. The Service ends with an opportunity to commit yourself to serve 

Christ in the coming year. 

One Service on 
Sunday, January 11 

at 10 a.m. 
 

Mark your calendars and be sure 

to attend church on January 11 

as we gather together for one 

worship service. Afterward, you’ll 

want to be present for a very 

important churchwide meeting to 

discuss the future of the wooded 

lot next to the church buildings. 

We’ll see you there! 
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(complete church calendar is here) 
 

Sunday, December 21 

10 a.m., Worship Service 

11 a.m., Churchwide Meeting to  

 discuss vacant property 
 

Monday, December 22 

7 p.m., Church & Society 
 

Wednesday, December 24 

4 p.m., Christmas Eve Worship 

 Service—Families 

7 p.m., Christmas Eve Worship 

 Service—Candle Lighting 

 and Carols 
 

Monday, December 22, through 

Friday, January 2 

Office closed for the holiday season 
 

Sunday, December 28 

9 a.m., Wesleyan Covenant Renewal 

 Service and Breakfast Buffet 
 

Sunday, January 4 

8:45 a.m., Worship Service 

9:45 a.m., Sunday School 

11 a.m., Worship Service 

11 a.m., Livestream Service 

3 p.m., Prayer Shawl Group 

 

 

Financial News 
The group addressing the vacant property owned by Benson Memorial has 

been moving forward. Led by Steve Brady, several quality developers have been 

contacted, and discussions are ongoing regarding the possibilities. To bring the 

congregation up to date, we will hold an information session immediately 

following the 10 a.m. single worship service on January 11 in the Sanctuary. 

There are no decisions to be made, but we want to let everyone know more about 

the progress. Please make plans to stay for a while after the worship service. 
 

Year-End Giving Update 

Thank you for your faithfulness to God through your financial giving to Benson 

Memorial UMC. As we approach the end of 2025, we want you to be aware of 

scheduling that may impact your giving and to ensure all donations are properly 

recorded for tax purposes. The last Sunday to put your contribution in the 

offering plate is Sunday, December 28, 2025, which is also the final worship 

service of the year. For online contributions, please remember that there is a 

two-business-day processing period. Your online gift will be deducted on the 

settlement date, not the day you initiate the gift. Please schedule all online 

payments by Friday, December 26, and complete any online giving no later than 

December 31 to ensure they are received and included in 2025 giving. 
 

Contributions received by mail must be postmarked by December 31, 2025. 

We have a locking mailbox, and checks can be placed in the lower section of 

the box at any time. Church staff and lay leaders will check the mail and collect 

contributions on and before December 31, and we will make a final deposit for 

2025 on Friday, January 2, which will include all giving received by mail through 

that date. The church office will be closed from Monday, December 22, through 

Friday, January 2, but mail will continue to be monitored during this period.  

Contact Business Manager Lisa Beckham, businessmanager@bensonmemorialumc.org, 

with any questions or concerns or to coordinate any gifts of securities. 
 

We offer thanks for the continued faithful giving that supports the ministries of 

Benson Memorial and encourage everyone to diligently continue that trend for 

the remainder of the year. 

https://bensonmemorialumc.org/member-resources/
mailto:businessmanager@bensonmemorialumc.org

