ORDER OF WORSHIP
December 21,2025 | Fourth Sunday of Advent | 10:00 a.m. Worship Service

TRINITY CHIMES
+ WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

PRELUDE We Three Kings of Orient Are John H. Hopkins, Jr., arr. Joel Raney
INTROIT The King of Glory Comes
* LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH Kristy and Chris Johnson

Reader 1: Here we are, servants of the Lord, preparing ourselves according to your word.

Reader 2: Our journey is nearing its long-awaited end. Our hearts sing with hope,
peace, and joy (Light the first three candles.)

Reader 1: Here we are, servants of the Lord, preparing ourselves according to your word.
Reader 2: God is love. His ways are holy. God is coming close in this hour.
Reader 1: Here we are, servants of the Lord, preparing ourselves according to your word.

Reader 2: Today we light the candle of love. (Light the fourth candle.) May it serve as a reminder
that our God is not confined to a faraway heaven but is near to us as a protector and provider.
Here we are, servants of the Lord, preparing ourselves according to your word.

GUEST WIFI PASSWORD: welcome2bmumc!
* Please stand as you are able. T Please register your attendance in the friendship pads.
Children are welcome in the service. Children’s worship bags are in the narthex.

Nursery care is available in room 113 in the Fellowship Building.




* OPENING HYMN Cold December Flies Away UMH 233

Cold December flies away at the rose-red splendor.

April’s crowning glory breaks while the whole world wonders
at the holy unseen power of the tree that bears the flower.

On the blessed tree blooms the reddest flower,

On the tree blooms the rose

here in love’s own garden, full and strong in glory.

In the hopeless time of sin shadows deep had fallen.

All the world lay under death, eyes were closed in sleeping.

But, when all seemed lost in night, came the sun whose golden light
brings unending joy, brings the endless joy

of our hope, highest hope,

of our hope’s bright dawning, Son beloved of heaven.

Now the bud has come to bloom, and the world awakens.
In the lily’s purest flower dwells a wondrous fragrance.
And it spreads to all the earth from the moment of its birth;
and its beauty lives. In the flower it lives,

in the flower, and it spreads

in its heav’nly brightness, sweet perfume delightful.

* OPENING PRAYER

God of love, open our hearts to hear a new proclamation of your word through scripture
and song; change us in our hearing, and move us to go back out into the world a more loving
people than when we came in; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 40:1-8

* TAIZE Prepare the Way of the Lord UMH 207

Prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord,
and all people will see the salvation of our God.

SECOND LESSON Jeremiah 23:5-8
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* HYMN The God of Abraham Praise UMH 116

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of Everlasting Days, and God of love;

Jehovah, great I AM! by earth and heaven confessed;

[ bow and bless the sacred name forever blest.

The great I AM has sworn; I on this oath depend.

I shall, on eagle wings upborne, to heaven ascend.

[ shall behold God'’s face; I shall God’s power adore,
and sing the wonders of God’s grace forevermore.

The heavenly land I see, with peace and plenty blest;
a land of sacred liberty, and endless rest.

There milk and honey flow, and oil and wine abound,
and trees of life forever grow with mercy crowned.

The God who reigns on high the great archangels sing,
and “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, ‘Almighty King!

Who was, and is, the same, and evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Lord, the great I AM, we worship thee!”

THIRD LESSON Zechariah 9:9-17
ANTHEM Shout for Joy, Ye People! Victor C. Johnson
FOURTH LESSON Isaiah 9:2-7
* HYMN O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright UMH 247

O Morning Star, how fair and bright thou beamest forth in truth and light,
0 Sovereign meek and lowly! Thou Root of Jesse, David’s Son,

my Lord and Master, thou hast won my heart to serve thee solely!

Thou art holy, fair and glorious, all-victorious,

rich in blessing, rule and might o’er all possessing.

Thou heavenly Brightness! Light divine! O deep within my heart now shine,
and make thee there an altar! Fill me with joy and strength to be

thy member, ever joined to thee in love that cannot falter;

toward thee longing doth possess me; turn and bless me;

here in sadness eye and heart long for thy gladness!

Benson Memorial United Methodist Church, 4706 Creedmoor Road, Raleigh, NC 27612
Open office hours: M-Th 9AM-1PM | Available by appointment: M-Th 9AM-4PM / F 9AM-1PM

Church office: (919) 787-0789
office@bensonmemorialumc.org | bensonmemorialumc.org



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%209%3A9%E2%80%9317&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%209%3A2%E2%80%937&version=NRSVUE
mailto:office@bensonmemorialumc.org
https://bensonmemorialumc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/bensonmemorialumc/
http://www.instagram.com/bensonmemorialumc/

What joy to know, when life is past, the Lord we love is first and last,
the end and the beginning! He will one day, O glorious grace,
transport us to that happy place beyond all tears and sinning!
Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness,

we are yearning for the day of your returning.

FIFTH LESSON Isaiah 7:10-15
INSTRUMENTAL O Come, O Come, Emmanuel arr. Annie Roncolato
SIXTH LESSON Luke 1:23-35; 38
* HYMN To a Maid Engaged to Joseph UMH 215

To a maid engaged to Joseph, the angel Gabriel came.
“Fear not,” the angel told her, “I come to bring good news,
good news I come to tell you, good news, [ say, good news.

“For you are highly favored by God the Lord of all,
who even now is with you. You are on earth most blest,
you are most blest, most blessed, God chose you, you are blest

'"

But Mary was most troubled to hear the angel’s word.
What was the angel saying? It troubled her to hear,
to hear the angel’s message, it troubled her to hear.

“Fear not, for God is with you, and you shall bear a child.
His name shall be called Jesus, God’s offspring from on high.
And he shall reign forever, forever reign on high.”

“How shall this be?” said Mary, “I am not yet a wife.”
The angel answered quickly, “The power of the Most High
will come upon you shortly, your child will be God’s child.”

As Mary heard the angel, she wondered at his words.
“Behold,  am your handmaid,” she said unto her God.
“So be it;  am ready according to your word.”

SEVENTH LESSON Mark 1:1-15
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PRAYERS

Leader: Come, Lord Jesus.
People: Hear our prayer.

LORD'S PRAYER

OFFERING
OFFERTORY The First Nowell arr. John Carter
DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

(for Advent; sung to the tune of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel.

* CLOSING HYMN Once in Royal David’s City UMH 250

Once in royal David'’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed;
Mary, loving mother mild, Jesus Christ, her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall.
With the poor, the scorned, the lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.

Jesus is our childhood's pattern; day by day, like us he grew;
he was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew;
and he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

* DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

* TRINITY CHIMES

* POSTLUDE Good Christian Friends, Rejoice arr. Paul Laubengayer
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* Please stand as you are able.
T Please register your attendance in the friendship pads.
Children are welcome in the service. Children’s worship bags are in the narthex.
Nursery care is available in room 113 in the Fellowship Building.

LAY READERS
Our lay readers this morning are Ron Springsteen, Susan Brooks, Jennifer Riggert, and Charlie Hobgood.

REQUEST FOR PRAYER
If you would have an urgent and private request for prayer, please contact Terry Simpson at cterryz@bellsouth.net.
Our Prayer Team will be deployed in prayer for your concern.

REQUEST FOR VISITATION
If you know someone undergoing surgery or who would like to be added to the lay pastor visitation list, please contact
Leta Grady at (919) 270-2228. All calls are confidential.

STAFF

Alan Felton, Senior Pastor | Katelyn MacDonald, Associate Pastor

Cortney Babajtis, Director of Families and Outreach | Annie Roncolato, Director of Music Ministries/Organist
Martha Johnston, Director of Communications/Administration | Lisa Beckham, Business Manager
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