ORDER OF WORSHIP
January 4, 2026 | Epiphany Sunday
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Service

TRINITY CHIMES
+ WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
PRELUDE Sing We Now of Christmas arr. Douglas E. Wagner

INTROIT We Are Marching
Annie Roncolato (8:45), Benson Memorial Chancel Choir (11:00)

* GREETING

Let all the kings bow down before him; let every nation serve him.

Our Lord delivers the needy who cry out, the poor, those who have no helper.
God has compassion on the weak; he saves the lives of those in need.

Our Savior redeems us from oppression and violence. Let us rejoice and be glad!

* OPENING HYMN Hark! the Herald Angels Sing UMH 240

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;

with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King!”
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Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’ incarnate Deity,
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new-born King!”

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born King!”

* OPENING PRAYER

Gracious God, just as the magi followed the star over Bethlehem, may we also be guided by
the light that is Jesus Christ. May we grow strong in your Spirit as we follow Jesus and be led
to come closer to you and build community with our neighbors. Open our eyes so we may
clearly see your will and open our hearts so that we may have the courage to be your Son’s
disciples. In his name we pray. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 60:1-6

HYMN (8:45) O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright UMH 247

O Morning Star, how fair and bright

thou beamest forth in truth and light,

O Sovereign meek and lowly!

Thou Root of Jesse, David’s Son,

my Lord and Master, thou hast won

my heart to serve thee solely!

Thou art holy, fair and glorious, all-victorious,
rich in blessing, rule and might o’er all possessing.

Thou heavenly Brightness! Light divine!

O deep within my heart now shine,

and make thee there an altar!

Fill me with joy and strength to be

thy member, ever joined to thee

in love that cannot falter;

toward thee longing doth possess me; turn and bless me;
here in sadness eye and heart long for thy gladness!
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What joy to know, when life is past,

the Lord we love is first and last,

the end and the beginning!

He will one day, O glorious grace,

transport us to that happy place

beyond all tears and sinning!

Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness,
we are yearning for the day of your returning.

ANTHEM (11:00) A Star Pepper Choplin
Benson Memorial Chancel Choir

SECOND READING Matthew 2:1-12
SERMON The Reverend Alan Felton
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed UMH 881

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* GLORIA PATRI UMH 70

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

INVITATION, CONFESSION, AND PARDON
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CONFESSIONAL PRAYER

Holy God, we bow in adoration before your throne of grace and with hearts full of
thanksgiving at the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, whose life, death, and resurrection give
us the assurance of eternal life. Forgive us that, even as we are bathed with his glorious
light, we continue to sin and turn away from your love. Make us travelers on the path
toward sanctification guided by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

* THE PEACE

OFFERING

OFFERTORY The Shepherds’ Farewell to the Holy Family Hector Berlioz, arr. David M. Cherwien
* DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE TFWS 2257-a

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. ... And so, with your people on earth and all the
company of Heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS TFWS 2257-b

Holy, holy, holy Lord; God of power and might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!
Blest is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!
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Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. ... And so, in remembrance of these your
mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and
living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION TFWS 2257-c

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. ...
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory
are yours, almighty God, now and forever.

GREAT AMEN TFWS 2257-d

Amen. Amen. Amen.
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE GIVING OF THE CUP
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION UMH 11

* CLOSING HYMN We Three Kings UMH 254

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.

REFRAIN:
O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. [REFRAIN]

Frankincense to offer have [; incense owns a Deity nigh;
prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high. [REFRAIN]

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. [REFRAIN]
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Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice:
Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. [REFRAIN]

* DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
* TRINITY CHIMES

* POSTLUDE Angels We Have Heard on High Larry Shackley
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REQUEST FOR PRAYER
If you would have an urgent and private request for prayer, please contact Terry Simpson at
cterryz@bellsouth.net. Our Prayer Team will be deployed in prayer for your concern.

REQUEST FOR VISITATION
If you know someone undergoing surgery or who would like to be added to the lay pastor visitation list,
please contact Leta Grady at (919) 270-2228. All calls are confidential.

STAFF

Alan Felton, Senior Pastor | Katelyn MacDonald, Associate Pastor

Cortney Babaijtis, Director of Families and Outreach | Annie Roncolato, Director of Music Ministries/Organist
Martha Johnston, Director of Communications/Administration | Lisa Beckham, Business Manager
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