Come, Let Us Adore Him

by Pastor Alan Felton

By the time we reach the third
Sunday in January, the Christmas
music we enjoy so much has faded
into silence. The world has largely
moved on—and the church

along with it. Yet even though the
Christmas season is over and we
have entered Epiphany, I still find
myself humming the tune to one

of my favorite Christmas hymns,
“0 Come, All Ye Faithful.” This song
sticks with me in part because of
its beautiful chorus: O come, let us
adore him; O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him, Christ

the Lord.

The chorus illuminates the purpose
of Epiphany. The word epiphany,
of course, means to have a sudden
revelation or to gain clarity about

something important or meaningful.

Epiphany is also a liturgical season
of the church during which we gain
insight into who Jesus truly is and
what Jesus came into the world

to do.

The season of Epiphany, while
sometimes overshadowed by
Christmas before it and Lent

after it, has its own gifts to offer

us. Freed from the busyness of
Christmas—and before we attend
to the somberness of Lent—we have
time during Epiphany to let the
glory of Christ slowly unfold in our
hearts and to be guided by his call
on our lives. Christ comes into truer
focus for us as his mission becomes
our own.

Yet before we make the Epiphany
season only a utilitarian season of
holy work, we are also invited to
pause during its weeks simply to
spend time with Jesus and adore
him. We recognize who Jesus truly
is, as sung in the old hymn: True God
of true God, Light from Light Eternal;
lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb;
Son of the Father, begotten, not
created. Through Jesus, we receive
joy to carry us through the
Epiphany season and beyond.

So, as we put away the Christmas
lights and stow the greenery for
another year, let us not do the same
with Jesus. Keep him in front of
your vision. Make him the center of
your heart. Focus your whole soul
upon him: O come, let us adore him;
O come, let us adore him; O come,

let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
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Thursday Morning
Bible Study Update

There will be no Thursday Morning
Bible Study in January. Thursday
Morning Bible Study will resume on
February 5.

Become a Face of
Benson Memorial —
Serve as a Greeter

Would you enjoy getting some
fresh air while connecting with
friends—both familiar and new?
Are you interested in being one

of the first welcoming faces our
visitors see, offering a warm
greeting and helpful information
about our services and church life?

If so, we would love for you to
consider serving as a Greeter

before our worship services. Please
add your name to the sign-up
sheet and become a Face of Benson
Memorial, helping us extend Christ’s
hospitality to all who enter.

Exciting
Opportunities for
Worship Leadership

Leadership in the church is a gift,
and one of the most important
leadership opportunities is that of
Worship Committee Chair.

The chair coordinates the activities
of several teams responsible for
various aspects of worship—

for example, Communion servers,
the Altar Guild, and ushers—

and leads Worship Committee
meetings every other month.

The chair is also attuned to the
spiritual nature of worship and
serves as a creative partner in
ensuring appropriate worship is
offered in every season. If you are
interested in serving, please contact
Pastor Alan.

Reflections from Maputo
by Judith Hillman

On our recent Christmas visit to our daughter and her family in Maputo,
Mozambique—the largest city and capital —Don and I attended a church service
at an African United Methodist Church. This church, Igreja Methodista Unida
Malhangalene, is probably the largest United Methodist Church in Maputo and
recently hosted the newly elected president.

On December 28, our son-in-law took us to the church for a two-hour service

in Portuguese, the official language, and in the local language. It was fairly easy

to follow what was happening because the service included biblical readings,
prayers, testimonials, lots of music—sometimes accompanied by an organ, piano,
or guitar—a sermon from Luke about the angels visiting the baby Jesus, and
several offerings.

There was much joy. I was especially interested in the music. A choir sang

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” (one of two hymns [ recognized), along with
others familiar to the congregation and easily picked up by us. All ages were
worshipping, and I would estimate about 230 people in attendance.

We were the only visitors, I think, as we were the only ones to stand when

our son-in-law introduced us. People were very friendly, and several came to
welcome us and thank us for coming. If we return to Maputo, [ would certainly
like to worship at this United Methodist Church again.


mailto:afleton@nccumc.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_eZjVEvXjZpULQ2FUX-1q9D3dVyXsxs3c-BMNE3sAU4/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_eZjVEvXjZpULQ2FUX-1q9D3dVyXsxs3c-BMNE3sAU4/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_eZjVEvXjZpULQ2FUX-1q9D3dVyXsxs3c-BMNE3sAU4/edit?gid=0#gid=0

New Book Study Opportunity

Calling on Fire: Reclaiming the Method of Methodism
by Ashley Boggan and Chris Heckert
Led by Pastor Katelyn MacDonald

Following our fall study with Dr. Ashley Boggan, this new series will
take a practical look at how churches can ignite personal and communal
transformation through key practices rooted in Wesleyan tradition.

Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
January 14-February 11

About the Book

In a time when many Methodists feel uncertain about the future of the church,
Calling on Fire invites us to look back to our roots in order to move forward
with clarity and hope. Drawing from Methodist history and the Wesleyan
Quadrilateral, the authors offer a clear framework for faithful, effective
ministry today. Through practical tools shaped by real-world ministry
experience, the book encourages churches to step beyond their comfort zones,
engage their communities, and spark renewal through new forms of connection,
outreach, and leadership.

Millbrook UMC Annual
Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration

Sunday, January 18, 4:00 to 6:30 p.m.
Millbrook UMC, Raleigh

Our friends at Millbrook UMC invite us to celebrate Martin Luther King Jr. with
a special event on Sunday, January 18, from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. Millbrook’s own
John Hoffler will reenact King’'s 1967 speech “The Three Evils of Society.” This is
the eleventh year John has presented the program, which is followed by table
discussions and a dinner of pizza and desserts.

There will be activities for youth and children, as well as childcare for those
under five. Event partners include Bethlehem Baptist Church on Six Forks Road
and The Encouraging Place. This event is free, and all are invited—bring a friend!

Location: Millbrook United Methodist Church, 1712 E. Millbrook Road, Pryor
Bradford Christian Ministry Center.

Come and dive deeper into the
legacy of Dr. King. The speech
will be livestreamed

| at millbrookumc.org/live.

Reservations are not necessary.
Learn more here.

Books are available on Amazon.

Join us for a delicious time of
fellowship on Sunday, February 8,
from noon to 1:30 p.m., immediately
following the 11 a.m. worship
service, for our annual Souper Bowl
Sunday gathering.

Church members are invited to
bring a crockpot of their favorite
soup to share. The church will
provide crackers, cornbread, and
ice cream cake for dessert. Members
of the Fellowship Committee will
begin receiving crockpots as early
as 8 a.m. to ensure everything is
kept warm and ready to enjoy.
Come hungry and stay for good
food and great company!


http://millbrookumc.org/live
https://www.millbrookumc.org/content.cfm?page_content=announcement_include.cfm&announcement_id=2448
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1791037186/ref=ox_sc_act_image_1?smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER&psc=1

Pauli Murray Tour and Documentary Screening

Rev. Dr. Pauli Murray was a human rights activist, legal scholar, feminist,
author, poet, Episcopal priest, labor organizer, and multiracial Black and
LGBTQ+ community member. They also happened to grow up in Durham, and
their childhood home is now a center with information about their life, work,
and causes.

The Benson Memorial Racial Equity Team has arranged for a guided tour of the
center on Monday, January 19, 2026 (MLK Day), from 4:30-6:00 p.m. We will be
reserving a large passenger van so that we can all travel together and perhaps
have dinner afterward. Please contact Susan Brooks at sebrks@bellsouth.net if
you would like to participate.

The Racial Equity Team will also be watching the excellent documentary

My Name Is Pauli Murray at its next meeting on Sunday, January 25, 2026,

at 3:00 p.m. in the conference room—in case you would like to see more after the
tour or in lieu of attending it.

Campus Care and Security Update

We had ten volunteers on Saturday, December 13, focusing on the interior of the
Fellowship Hall. The team vacuumed, mopped, and cleaned the floors in both the
hall and kitchen. They also addressed stains in the conference room carpet and
washed the kitchen carts and mats. In addition, more than thirty T8 fluorescent
light bulbs were replaced in the ceiling fixtures. Our next workday will be in
February 2026; the date will be determined by the weather forecast.

Over the past several weeks, there have been a few occasions when lights were
left on and, in some cases, doors were left unlocked. While the Trustee Committee
is charged with maintaining the church campus, it is important for all of us—as
members of the church—to be mindful of lights and doors. Thank you for your
help in keeping our campus safe for everyone.

(complete church calendar is here)

Sunday, January 18

8:45 a.m., Worship Service

9:45 a.m., Sunday School

11 a.m., Worship Service

12:15 p.m., 2026 Church Council
Orientation Luncheon

Monday, January 19

Martin Luther King Day

Church office closed

1:30 p.m., Susanna Wesley Group
7 p.m., Trustees Meeting

Tuesday, January 20
2 p.m., Prayer Shawl Group

Wednesday, January 21

7:15 a.m,, Coffee and Prayer (Zoom)

5:45 p.m., Wonderful Wednesday
Fellowship Dinner

6:45 p.m., Adult Bible Study

7 p.m., High School Bible Study

Thursday, January 22
4:45 p.m., Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, January 25

8:45 a.m., Worship Service

9:30 a.m., Coffee Fellowship

9:45 a.m., Sunday School

9:45 a.m., Outreach Team Meeting
11 a.m., Worship Service

3 p.m., Racial Equity Team Meeting

Monday, January 26
7 p.m., Church & Society

Wednesday, January 28

5:45 p.m., Wonderful Wednesday
Fellowship Dinner

6:45 p.m., Adult Bible Study

7 p.m., High School Bible Study

Thursday, January 29
4:45 p.m., Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, February 1

8:45 a.m., Worship Service
9:45 a.m., Sunday School
11 a.m., Worship Service

3 p.m., Prayer Shawl Group
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