Benson Memorial
United Methodist Church

ORDER OF WORSHIP

January 18,2026 | Second Sunday after the Epiphany
8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Service

TRINITY CHIMES
t WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
PRELUDE Alleluia Mozart, arr. Hopson

INTROIT Spirit of God, Descend upon My Heart
Annie Roncolato (8:45), Benson Memorial Chancel Choir (11:00)

* GREETING Jennifer Riggert (8:45), Steve Brady (11:00)

In the times of trouble, when all seemed hopeless, I cried out to God.
And the Lord heard my pleas and answered me.

When [ felt lost and alone, I looked for God.

And God found me and brought me home.

When my life was filled with joy and blessing, [ danced and praised God.
And God danced and rejoiced with me. Thanks be to God. Amen.

* OPENING HYMN The Summons TFWS 2130

Will you come and follow me if [ but call your name?

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

GUEST WIFI PASSWORD: welcome2bmumc!
* Please stand as you are able. T Please register your attendance in the friendship pads.

Children are welcome in the service. Children’s worship bags are in the narthex.
Nursery care is available in room 113 in the Fellowship Building.




Will you leave yourself behind if [ but call your name?

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

Will you let the blinded see if [ but call your name?

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what [ mean in you and you in me?

Will you love the “you” you hide if  but call your name?

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.

In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

* OPENING PRAYER

Guide our feet, Lord. Show us the light of grace when we would judge others too harshly.
Warm our hearts with the glow of your love when we would spew icy words of spite.
Illumine our souls with joyful delight when sadness tries to take over the day. Shine

brightly on us today, Lord, until we reflect your glory as a witness to this world. Amen.
(Written by Kwasi Kena, The Africana Worship Book Year A)

FIRST READING John 1:29-42

* HYMN (8:45) I Love to Tell the Story UMH 156

[ love to tell the story of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.

[ love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true;
it satisfies my longings as nothing else can do.

REFRAIN:
[ love to tell the story, ‘twill be my theme in glory,
to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
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[ love to tell the story; more wonderful it seems

than all the golden fancies of all our golden dreams.

[ love to tell the story, it did so much for me;

and that is just the reason I tell it now to thee. [Rerrain]

[ love to tell the story; ‘tis pleasant to repeat

what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet.

[ love to tell the story, for some have never heard

the message of salvation from God's own holy Word. [REFrAIN]

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best

seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.

And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song,
‘twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long. [ReFrain]

ANTHEM (11:00) I Will Sing with the Spirit John Rutter
Benson Memorial Chancel Choir

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
SERMON The Reverend Katelyn MacDonald
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed UMH 881

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* GLORIA PATRI UMH 70

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
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* THE PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING
OFFERTORY Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart Frederick Atkinson, arr. Mark Edwards
* DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* CLOSING HYMN Christ for the World We Sing UMH 568

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring,
with loving zeal;

the poor, and them that mourn, the faint and overborne,
sin-sick and sorrow-worn, whom Christ doth heal.

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring,
with fervent prayer;

the wayward and the lost, by restless passions tossed,
redeemed at countless cost, from dark despair.

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring,
with one accord;

with us the work to share, with us reproach to dare,

with us the cross to bear, for Christ our Lord.

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring,
with joyful song;

the newborn souls, whose days, reclaimed from error’s ways,
inspired with hope and praise, to Christ belong.

* DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
* TRINITY CHIMES

* POSTLUDE Basse et Dessus de Trompette Clérambault, arr. Hopson
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* Please stand as you are able.
T Please register your attendance in the friendship pads.
Children are welcome in the service. Children’s worship bags are in the narthex.
Nursery care is available in room 113 in the Fellowship Building.

REQUEST FOR PRAYER
If you would have an urgent and private request for prayer, please contact Terry Simpson at
cterryz@bellsouth.net. Our Prayer Team will be deployed in prayer for your concern.

REQUEST FOR VISITATION
If you know someone undergoing surgery or who would like to be added to the lay pastor visitation list,
please contact Leta Grady at (919) 270-2228. All calls are confidential.

STAFF

Alan Felton, Senior Pastor | Katelyn MacDonald, Associate Pastor

Cortney Babaijtis, Director of Families and Outreach | Annie Roncolato, Director of Music Ministries/Organist
Martha Johnston, Director of Communications/Administration | Lisa Beckham, Business Manager
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