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What Would Jesus Do?

by Pastor Alan Felton

A fad gripped the church and captured
the minds of Christians a few years ago.
Everyone, it seemed, was asking the
question, “What would Jesus do?” In a
slick marketing move, the question was
reduced to a set of letters—-WW)]D?—
and put on bracelets and T-shirts

and coffee cups and almost anything
else that could be sold in Christian
bookstores and from online retailers.

Was this fad harmful? Christians follow
Jesus, after all, and we should turn to him
when deciding on the flow of our words

or the course of our actions. If we are
looking toward others for an example of
how to shape our own lives, Jesus should
be the first to whom we look. If that meant
a few people made a profit from selling
wristbands with “WWJD” emblazoned on
them, well, worse things have happened!

Except perhaps the thought that the
question “What would Jesus do?” sparks
in our minds might be leading us down
a flawed path. | am not saying that

Jesus ever did anything wrong. | am not
saying that doing what Jesus did is bad.
But I am saying that the slogan “What
would Jesus do?” might have served to
transform Jesus from being our hope and
salvation into someone we merely turn
to as a good example for us to follow.

| remember once being asked to do
something very difficult for someone.

In fact, it was so difficult that | found it
impossible to do. The person making the
request grew angry with me and finally
exclaimed, “You aren’t acting like Jesus!”
Maybe he was right. But | simply replied,
“l am not Jesus and never pretend to be.”

Jesus is more than an example for us

to emulate. Christ is the center of our
lives. What would Jesus do? Die on

the cross. For you. For me. If we place
anything else in his place, we are not
truly following Christ and are perhaps, if
taken to extremes, guilty of idolatry. Too
often the church, and we who call her
home, become prideful about what we
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do. We sometimes might even believe
the church succeeds or fails solely
because of what we do or do not do. This
causes anxiety, overactivity, and trust

in things we believe we can control. No
wonder the church struggles so much!

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in Christ the
Center that, “It is not good when the
Church is anxious to praise itself too
readily for its humble state. Equally, it
is not good for it to boast of its power
and influence too soon. It is only good

see “WWJD” on page 2
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Start Local, Stay Vocal

Join the Justice Choir this Summer

As our beloved Chancel Choir hangs up their robes for the summer, our Justice Choir will
pick up the baton—and we need your voice (no robe required)!

You don’t need any musical training or experience, and you don’t have to commit to
singing every week. The Justice Choir needs people who have a desire to raise their
voice for justice, to advocate for the full inclusion of all God’s children, to work for racial
and economic equity, and to protect the earth. Talented musicians and beautiful voices
are not needed, but rather people of faith who want to show God’s love to the world as
Jesus showed us.

To join the choir, all you have to do is show up early to the 10 a.m. service. We will learn
an easy song at 9:15 a.m. and then sing it during the worship service. If you can’t make
it until after Sunday School but still want to sing, just show up when you can. All music
will be provided. The choir will sing each week during the summer beginning on Sunday,
June 14.

Come raise your voice, however loud, soft, low, high, on-key, or off-key it is! Contact
Director of Music Ministries Annie Roncolato (musicdirector@bensonmemorialumc.org)
with questions. | look forward to seeing you there!

Women's Prison Ministry Shares
Christ's Love with Expectant Mothers

On Tuesday, June 9, Benson Memorial’s Women’s Prison Ministry Team visited the
expectant mothers they serve through our prison ministry. They arrived with healthy,
delicious treats to share in the activity room, along with hearts full of compassion
and words of encouragement for these women and the babies they are carrying.

Please keep these moms-to-be in your thoughts and prayers as our team
continues to reach out to them with Christian love, support, and hope.

As summer travel season approaches, the ministry team is also collecting travel-
size toiletries for December holiday gift bags. If you stay at a hotel that still

provides small soaps, shampoos, conditioners, body lotions, or similar items, please
consider donating them. A collection basket is available in the church office. While
many hotels no longer offer these items, some still do, and your donations help to
provide thoughtful gifts to the women the team visits during the holiday season.

Have you ever considered serving through this ministry? If so, please speak with Pat
Lee (patleencsu2002@hotmail.com) or any member of the Women’s Prison Ministry
Team to learn more about their work and what their visits involve. Every visit is a
blessing, both for those they serve and for the volunteers. Pat would be delighted

to share more about this meaningful and rewarding ministry of our church.

“WWJD”, continued from page 1

when the Church humbly confesses its
sins, allows itself to be forgiven, and
confesses its Lord. Daily must it receive
the will of God from Christ anew.”

A church, to be a church, must be
centered upon professing Jesus as

Lord, worshipping God, and being filled
with the Holy Spirit. If it is focused on
anything else, it might even do good, but
it is more of a social club than a church.
None of this is as exciting as church-
growth propaganda or focus-group-tested
slogans. But it is what Jesus would do.

Campus Update

The next campus cleanup is scheduled
for June 20. This will be the last campus
cleanup before the summer break. We will
be removing many of the holly shrubs in
the courtyard due to a scale infestation
and will need many more volunteers to
help with this effort.

Please mark your calendars and join us
on June 20 from 9:00 a.m. to noon for
meaningful fellowship while working

on the appearance of our church and
courtyard.

YQUR HELP MATTERS!
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BENSON MEMORIAL UMC'S

LIVING OUR FAITH

2026 LECTURE SERIES

Welcome to our Livin i
g Our Faith 2026 series! This !
ot . | summer, we're tackling tok i
Sy evlezvtc;rtd issues through the Llens of faith, compassion, and comg':unl;?haqc‘i?snons
LA 8lzc‘are op.en to the public. Each Living Our Faith event takes placegfron'iion.
:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall at Benson Memorial UMC in Raleigh, NC

WAR AND WITNESS
1 O / Biblical Perspective on Violence and Peace

Can war ever be a moral pursuit? What does the Bible teach us?
Why do Christians have different opinions about violence and
JUNE pacifism? How might Christians face the conflict in Iran?

NEVER INCOMPATIBLE
A History (and Future) of LGBTQ+ people in the UMC

A brief history of LGBTQ* people in the United Methodist Church and
the North Carolina Annual Conference and how things have changed
in recent years-and where we need to go from here.

THE LUMBEE FAIRNESS ACT

Are We Living in Canaan, or Seeing a Mirage inthe Desert?

Come learn what the Lumbee tribe has not been given under
federal recognition and, without land the federal government wants,
what it has to offer to gain the rights that other tribes have.

BUILDING A FAIRER NORTH CAROLINA

Environmental Justice in Action

How has North Carolina's recent data center boom directly
impacted communities across the State, and what can community
members can do to get involved? Find out at this session.

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?
Exploring Cultures, Uniting Communities,
Breaking Stereotypes

Dive into the rich cultures of various Latino countries, debunk
stereotypes, and build stronger community bonds.

BENSON MEMORIAL UMC .
4706 Creedmoor Road ;
Ly

FOR MORE INFO: ﬁ_
o, N ° Scan the QR code or visit Jpks"p="R
BensonMemorialUMC.org/living-our-faith/ E ﬁ




Help Us Welcome Guests—
Become an Qutside Greeter!

Benson Memorial UMC is excited to bring
back our outside greeter program for the
summer. Our ushers do a wonderful job
guiding people once they enter the church,
but we believe that a warm welcome should
start before guests even step inside. That’s
where our outside greeters come in—offering
a friendly face, assistance, and hospitality
right at the sidewalk.

If you're interested in serving as an outside

greeter, please sign up_here. The head ushers

for each Sunday will serve as coordinators,
and if you have any questions, reach out to
Tony Lockerman. Come be part of creating a
welcoming first impression!

Call for Volunteers

Our dedicated A/V team is in need of further
volunteers to serve in worship, particularly
video operators. We are in need of your
help to make sure we can reach those

who worship with us online! Interested in
volunteering? Reach out to Pastor Katelyn
MacDonald (kmacdonald@nccumc.org) to
learn more!

Opportunities

for Qutreach

Block Party Planning Meeting
Sunday, June 28, 9:20-9:50 a.m.
Fellowship Hall Room 101

Block Party Planning Meeting
Sunday, July 26, 9:20-9:50 a.m.
Fellowship Hall Room 101

Block Party Setup
Saturday, August 22, 9 a.m., Courtyard

Bless Our School Sunday
Sunday, August 23, 10 a.m.

4th Annual Neighborhood
Block Party
Sunday, August 23, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Rise Against Hunger Meal
Packaging Event
Sunday, October 4, 11:30 a.m.-
2:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

Community Trunk or Treat
Sunday, October 25, 4 p.m.
Admin Building Parking Lot

.- S
MOTHER
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Our Summer Book Club starts soon so it's time to get reading
and prepare to enjoy discussions of three great books.

Monday, June 29, 6:00 p.m., Youth Center
Theo of Golden: A Novel by Allen Levi

This best-selling novel explores themes of generosity, community, and relationships
as it follows a stranger named Theo who becomes fascinated with the pencil-
drawn portraits of people he has never met hanging in a coffee shop in the
small Southern town of Golden. Theo purchases the portraits with the intent to
give each person depicted their portrait and learn the stories of their lives.

Wednesday, July 15, 6:00 p.m., Youth Center
Marsha: The Joy and Defiance of Marsha P. Johnson by Tourmaline

This joyful biography of a legendary activist, artist, and music doesn’t shy
away from the difficulties faced by its pioneer of a subject, Marsha P. Johnson.
There at the beginning of the LGBTQ rights movement in 1969, Marsha
chronicles Johnson’s upbringing in New Jersey, her life on the streets of
New York, her powerful work as an activist and inspiration to those around
her—and how her faith in Jesus shaped her from the very beginning.

Wednesday, August 19, 6:00 p.m., Youth Center
Mother Emanuel: Two Centuries of Race, Resistance, and
Forgiveness in One Charleston Church by Kevin Sack

This startling work of nonfiction traces the history of Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Charleston as part of a study of Black life in Charleston
through the Civil War and Civil Rights as well as the horror that unfolded at
Mother Emanuel in June 2015 when the church was the site of an awful act

of racially inspired violence during a Bible study where nine were killed.
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UPCOMING oo

LU
¢ Full calender is here.

Sunday, June 14
BENSON MEMORIAL UMC EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 8:45 a.m., Children’s Sunday School

8:45 a.m., Pathfinders Class
9:15 a.m., Justice Choir Rehearsal
10 a.m., Worship Service

Looking for some midweek fun this summer?

Join us for our Community Nights in the Fellowship Hall 11:15 a.m., Benson Discussion Class
: - : 11:15 a.m., Bright Siders Class
at 5:45 pm. every first Wednesday. Enjoy a ﬁee dmner,.laughter, 1115 o Chines Chor Rabearsal
and connection for all ages at Community Game Night!
; : : Monday, June 15
Whether you come with family, friends, or on your own, 1:30 p.m., Susanna Wesley Group
there’s something for everyone! 7 p.m., Trustees Meeting
* Tuesday, June 16
4 B 2 p.m., Prayer Shawl Ministry

M“SIc BING“ 7 p.m., Finance Committee

Wednesday, June 17
Each round of music hingo features a different music genre, fun 7:15 a.m M}gr{ﬂn Coffee
prizes, lots of laughs, and something for every age. ) B g

and Prayer (Zoom)
@@ Hotdogs (Vegetarian Option) © 5:45pm-800pm

Friday, June 19 - Juneteenth
Office closed

N Saturday, June 20
cHAFIING 9 a.m., Campus Work Day
Come and get creative! We'll provide the supplies, you bring you Sunday, J uI}e 21,_ Father’s Day
creative juices and come ready for a fun and relaxing evening! 8:45 a.m., Children’s Sunday School
8:45 a.m., Pathfinders Class

@@ Pizza © 5:45pm-800pm 9:15 a.m., Justice Choir Rehearsal

. 10 a.m., Worship Service

+ 11:15 a.m., Benson Discussion Class

11:15 a.m., Bright Siders Class
spEED p“llll“ﬁ 11:15 a.m., Chimes Choir Rehearsal

=

Come for a fun challenge where teams will race to complete their Tuesday, June 23 ' ’
puzzle first! No puzzle skill required - it's all just fun and games! 7 p.m., Church Council Meeting
% Lasagna and Salad © 5:45pm-8:00pm Wednesday, June 24
/ 10 a.m., Reading Buddies Share Meeting

7 p.m., Living Our Faith
(Never Incompatible: A History (and
For more information, contact Cortney Babajtis * outreach@hensonmemorialumc.org Future) of LGBTQ+ People in the UMC]

Sunday, June 28

8:45 a.m., Children’s Sunday School
8:45 a.m., Pathfinders Class

9 a.m., Coffee Fellowship Sunday

Scheduling Church Events 9:15 a.m., Justice Choir Rehearsal
9:20 a.m., Block Party
We are grateful for the many ways our lay leaders help keep the life of the church active and Planning Team Meeting
engaging. As you plan meetings and events, we kindly ask that you remember to complete 10 a.m., Worship Service
the calendar request form on our website: bensonmemorialumc.org/member-resources. 11:15 a.m., Benson Discussion Class
html#online-forms. Additionally, if a meeting is canceled or details change, please notify the 11:15 a.m., Bright Siders Class
church office at office@bensonmemorialumc.org as soon as possible. This allows us to adjust 11:15 a.m., Chimes Choir Rehearsal

schedules and avoid any confusion. Thank you for your help! 3 p.m., Racial Equity Team Meeting
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CARNATION ORDERS

Father’s Day Carnations

The Susanna Wesley Group will be taking orders
for Father’s Day carnations through Sunday, June 14.

Carnations may be ordered for $5 each, in memory (white) or in honor (red) of a member’s father.
The ordered carnations will be used for the altar arrangement on Father’s Day, June 21.
After the service, the arrangement will be shared with a senior living location. Proceeds from the sale
of the carnations will go toward the Susanna Wesley Scholarship Fund or one of their mission projects.

Name of person placing order:

In memory of (white):

In honor of (red):

Number of carnations: red: white:

Cost: $5.00 each Total enclosed:

Please place in the offering plate or mail to
Benson Memorial UMC, 4706 Creedmoor Road, Raleigh, NC 27612.
Make checks (marked “Father’s Day carnations”) payable to Benson Memorial United Methodist Church.
Indicate on envelope of cash payments that it is for Father’s Day carnation orders.



