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Benson Memorial United Methodist Church, Raleigh, NC

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, August 9, 2026

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

TRINITY CHIMES

†WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

PRELUDE			  Partita on How Firm a Foundation, mvts 1 & 2� foundation, 
� arr. Hal Hopson

INTROIT			  Give to the Winds Thy Fears� Annie Roncolato

*GREETING			  Psalm 105:1–6 (UMH 828)� Susan Brooks, Lay Reader

*OPENING HYMN	 Stand By Me	 UMH 512

When the storms of life are raging, stand by me;
when the storms of life are raging, stand by me.
When the world is tossing me, like a ship upon the sea,
thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me.

In the midst of tribulation, stand by me;
in the midst of tribulation, stand by me.
When the host of hell assail, and my strength begins to fail,
thou who never lost a battle, stand by me.

In the midst of faults and failures, stand by me;
in the midst of faults and failures, stand by me.
When I do the best I can, and my friends misunderstand,
thou who knowest all about me, stand by me.

In the midst of persecution, stand by me;
in the midst of persecution, stand by me.
When my foes in battle array undertake to stop my way,
thou who saved Paul and Silas, stand by me.



When I’m growing old and feeble, stand by me;
when I’m growing old and feeble, stand by me.
When my life becomes a burden, and I’m nearing chilly Jordan,
O thou Lily of the Valley, stand by me.

*OPENING PRAYER

Great God in heaven and on earth, send your Holy Spirit to embrace us today as we seek 
to do your will as followers of Jesus Christ. Lift us up when we are tired. Give us joy when 
we become discouraged. Provide strength in times of trouble. We know we can do nothing 
good apart from your glorious presence so remain close to us, O Lord. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

FIRST READING	 Romans 10:5–15

ANTHEM			  When We Are Afraid	 Amanda Udis-Kessler

SECOND READING	 Matthew 14:22–33�

SERMON				   Rev. Alan Felton

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH	 Apostles’ Creed	 UMH 881

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI� UMH 70

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

*THE PEACE

OFFERTORY			  I Surrender All� W. S. Weeden, arr. C. E. Walz

*DOXOLOGY� UMH 95

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2010%3A5-15&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2013%3A24-30%2C%2036-43&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2014%3A22-33&version=NRSVUE
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REQUEST FOR PRAYER
If you would have an urgent and private request for prayer, please contact Terry Simpson at cterryz@bellsouth.net.

REQUEST FOR VISITATION
If you know someone undergoing surgery or who would like to be added to the lay pastor visitation list, 

please contact Leta Grady at (919) 270-2228. All calls are confidential.

STAFF
Alan Felton, Senior Pastor  |  Katelyn MacDonald, Associate Pastor

Cortney Babajtis, Director of Families and Outreach
Annie Roncolato, Director of Music Ministries/Organist  |  Lisa Beckham, Business Manager

*CLOSING HYMN	 Here I Am, Lord� UMH 593

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin, my hand will save.
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

[Chorus]
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my words to them. Whom shall I send?		 [Chorus]

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will send the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide, till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? 		 [Chorus]

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

*TRINITY CHIMES

*POSTLUDE			  When in Our Music God Is Glorified� Charles Stanford, 
� arr. Matt Limbaugh
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