
TRINITY CHIMES 

†WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 

PRELUDE                                  O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                   	        arr. Cindy Berry 

INTROIT                                    	     Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness	 	 	     Benson Memorial 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	            Chancel Choir 

*GREETING                                                                                                                              Pat Lee, Lay Reader 

The Lord’s judgments are true. All of these are righteous!  
They are more desirable than gold. They are sweeter than honey.   
No doubt about it; your servants are enlightened by them.   
There is great reward in keeping them. 

*OPENING HYMN                         Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                            UMH 57 

	 O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,  
	 the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace!  

	 My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,  
	 to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name.  

Benson Memorial United Methodist Church 

Order of Worship 
Sunday, October 4th, 2026 

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost | World Communion Sunday

GUEST WIFI PASSWORD: welcome2bmumc! 

*Please stand as you are able.   †Please register your attendance in the friendship pads. 

Children are welcome in the service. Children’s worship bags are in the narthex. 

Nursery care is available in Room 113 in the Fellowship Building.



	 Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease;  
	 ’tis music in the sinner’s ears, ’tis life, and health, and peace.  

	 He breaks the power of canceled sin, he sets the prisoner free;  
	 his blood can make the foulest clean; his blood availed for me.  

	 He speaks, and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive;  
	 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, the humble poor believe.  

	 Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, your loosened tongues employ; 
	 ye blind, behold your Savior come, and leap, ye lame, for joy.  

	 In Christ, your head, you then shall know, shall feel your sins forgiven;  
	 anticipate your heaven below, and own that love is heaven. 

*OPENING PRAYER 

Gracious and merciful Father, you offer us instruction in the ways of 
righteousness and guide us to follow straight paths of holiness. Through your Son 
Jesus we are led to follow your will and act in ways of justice and compassion. 
Empower us with your Holy Spirit so we may continue to act according to your 
will. Amen. 

FIRST READING                                               Philippians 4:4-9 

ANTHEM                                                This Is My Father’s World 	 	     	     Benson Memorial 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	            Chancel Choir 
SECOND READING                                          Exodus 20:1-21 

SERMON                                                                                                                                          Rev. Alan Felton 

INVITATION, CONFESSION, AND PARDON	 	 	 	       	       

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER 

	 Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We 	 	
	 have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will; we have broken 
	 your law; we have rebelled against your love; we have not loved our neighbors;  
	 and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 		
	 obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	         
*THE PEACE 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%204:4-9&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus%2020:1-21&version=NRSVUE


OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                 	     As We Gather at Your Table                           arr. Joshua Evanovich 

*DOXOLOGY	 	     Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 	 	         	         UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING	 	 	 	 	 	             Musical Setting A, UMH 17 

	 The Lord be with you.  
	 And also with you.  
	 Lift up your hearts.  
	 We lift them up to the Lord.  
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

	 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty 	 	
	 God, Creator of heaven and earth. … And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 	 	
	 Heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

	 Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might,  
	 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
	 Hosanna in the highest.  
	 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
	 Hosanna in the highest.  

	 Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. … And so, in remembrance of these your 	 	
	 mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 	 	
	 sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.  

	 Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

	 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. … Through 
	 your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory are yours, 		
	 Almighty God, now and forever.  

	 Amen.  

	  
	 THE LORD’S PRAYER 



	 THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE GIVING OF THE CUP 
	  
	 COMMUNION HYMN	 Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast	 	  	        UMH 616 

	 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	          UMH 11 
	  
	 Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery  
	 in which you have given yourself to us.  
	 Grant that we may go into the world  
	 in the strength of your Spirit,  
	 to give ourselves for others,  
	 in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

*CLOSING HYMN                 	          Every Time I Feel the Spirit	 	 	 	       UMH 404 

	 [Refrain] Every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.  
	 Yes, every time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.  
	  
	 Upon the mountain, my Lord spoke, out his mouth came fire and smoke. 
	 All around me looks so shine, ask my Lord if all was mine.  
	 [Refrain]  

	 Jordan river runs right cold, chills the body, not the soul.  
	 Ain’t but one train on this track, runs to heaven and right back.  
	 [Refrain] 

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

*TRINITY CHIMES 

*POSTLUDE                                    	 They’ll Know We Are Christians    	                    arr. Mark Hayes 



_____________________________________________________________________ 

TODAY’S HYMNS 
“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” was apparently written on May 21, 1739, as it was included in the 
Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People Called Methodist (1780) as the first hymn with the 
superscript, “For the Anniversary Day of One’s Conversion.” The first six of the full eighteen verses 
tell a story of the lead-up to Charles Wesley’s conversion on Pentecost Day, 1738, and then verses 
seven through twelve are included in the UMH as our opening hymn, showing an expansive 
understanding of God’s love to all people, including to and with the marginalized, the poor, and those 
who are disabled. “Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast” pulls five of the communion-focused stanzas 
from the original twenty-four that Wesley wrote, where we sang a different set earlier this season. Our 
closing hymn has its root in the African American tradition, where the Spirit of God is always felt in 
church. On World Communion Sunday, this spiritual encourages us to feel God’s liberation for all 
people around the world and in our own country, stretching from the Exodus of the Israelites, through 
the antebellum South, to those who are still feeling the weight of oppression today. 

REQUEST FOR PRAYER 
If you have an urgent and private request for prayer, please contact Terry Simpson at 

cterryz@bellsouth.net. 

REQUEST FOR VISITATION 
If you know someone undergoing surgery or who would like to be added to the lay pastor visitation 

list, please contact Leta Grady at (919) 270-2228. All calls are confidential. 

STAFF 
Alan Felton, Senior Pastor | Katelyn MacDonald, Associate Pastor 

Cortney Babajtis, Director of Families and Outreach 
Annie Roncolato, Director of Music Ministries/Organist | Lisa Beckham, Business Manager

Benson Memorial United Methodist Church, 4706 Creedmoor Road, Raleigh, NC 27612 

Office Hours: M-Th 9am-1pm | Available By Appointment M-Th 9am-4pm/F 9am-1pm 

Church Office: (919) 787-0789  

office@bensonmemorialumc.org | bensonmemorialumc.org 
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